
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION

Dear Parent/Guardian and Student,

Welcome to your senior year! This page of scholarship information is designed to be a guide for parents and

seniors, and to assist when planning for your financial needs after high school. There are many different sources

of financial aid. Each one of the following may become part of your financial aid plan:

1. SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarship monies do NOT have to be paid back, and are usually awarded on specific criteria and/or

competitive basis. Each scholarship must be applied for on an individual basis according to specific

guidelines and deadlines. The scholarship committee determines who is selected based on their specific

criteria. Be sure to complete all applications correctly, meeting all requirements and submit all materials on

time.

2. GRANTS

These consist of state and federal monies available to students granted on a need basis and/or academic

performance. Academic achievement and GPA are usually part of the criteria for grants. These are monies

that do NOT have to be repaid. All grants are applied for when students apply for Financial Aid by

completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or Dream Act Application.

3. WORK-STUDY

These are programs offered by colleges and universities that allow students to be paid for working while

enrolled in school. The amount which can be earned is specified by the individual college financial aid office

and must meet a portion of the student's needs analysis. Students apply for work study when they

complete the FAFSA/Dream Act.

4. STUDENT LOANS

There are a variety of student loan packages available and should only be applied for as a last resort since

the money must be paid back. In order to qualify for a low interest government funded student loan,

students must apply for Financial Aid by completing the FAFSA/Dream Act.

5. PARENT ASSISTANCE

Parents are expected to assist their son/daughter with an amount of money based on parents' income.

Parent Plus loans are available through the federal government and are awarded based on information when

completing the FAFSA/Dream Act Application.

6. STUDENTS

Students are expected to contribute by working a summer job or a part-time job during the school year.

When a student completes the FAFSA or Dream Act Application they list the schools they plan to attend. The

schools listed will receive the student's financial information so their financial aid office will develop a plan taking

all the above factors into consideration. Each school's individual costs are considered along with information that

the student and parents supply when submitting the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the

California Dream Act Application. Each school is different, so do not be surprised when you apply to multiple

schools and each financial aid package is different.

Scholarships are listed according to the due date. All National, Regional, State and Private Scholarship application

information may be obtained in the Counseling Office. Because we compile this list early in the school year, some

dates may change and scholarships may no longer be offered. If new scholarships become available that are not

included in this book, they will be emailed to your school email account.

Local Scholarship applications will be available online beginning in February. Local Scholarship applications will be

due in the Counseling Office on or before April 15, 2024.

Scholarships may be very challenging and will require attention to detail. It is very important to do everything that

is asked to ensure consideration for each scholarship. If you are unsure about whether you qualify for a

scholarship, apply anyway. People want to give out their money and support young people, so give yourself a chance

and apply. This will be a long hard year, but every minute you spend completing applications will be worth it, making

your college years less stressful. Enjoy this time in your lives and feel free to stop in or call when you have

questions.

Sincerely,

Ally Rubalcaba

School Counselor

(530) 384-7900 ext. 2106



SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION PROCEDURES

The Scholarship Information Book is designed to help you and your parents search for National, State,
Regional, Private and Local Scholarships. The scholarship information contained in this book is based on
information that is sent to the Los Molinos High School Counseling Office. It is important to note that some of
these scholarship foundations change their due date, change the award, and sometimes the scholarships are
discontinued after the printing of this book. We do make an earnest effort to stay on top of these changes and to
request the applications in time for students to meet the deadlines. However, many times, we are at the mercy of
the scholarship providers. The following steps are guidelines to help you in the scholarship application process:

1. Study the Scholarship Information Book.
2. Check your school email regularly as scholarship information and applications are sent electronically

via email as they become available.
3. Request any needed letter of recommendation at least two weeks ahead of when you plan to mail the

application.
4. Keep extra copies of official transcripts on hand so you have them when a last minute scholarship

becomes available.
5. Write your essay, personal statement, and your resume. Make sure the final copy is typed and error free.

Have multiple people proofread them to ensure the highest quality. Ensure that your essay clearly states
why they scholarship committee should choose you over someone else.

6. Maintain a basic essay that you alter for each different scholarship. Most want to know basic
information about who you are, what your plans are and why they should pick you. Simply add
information for each different scholarship, personalizing the essay to meet their requirements. Do not
recreate an essay from scratch for each application.

7. Type your applications - it is very impressive. If you need to, recreate the application on the computer,
be sure it looks exactly like the original. You can also convert applications to PDF’s and type directly on
the application.

8. Pay strict attention to deadlines. Always mail early if possible. Make sure you know whether the
deadline is a postmark deadline or an "in-hand" deadline. Get a certificate of mailing if you need to
verify mailing.

9. Be sure to use other resources for Scholarship Information:
♦ Library (Local and College) Check scholarship and financial aid publications and other

resources including using the internet.
♦ Colleges of your choice - check with colleges for information on their scholarship programs

when you apply and contact their Financial Aid Office
10. If you receive a scholarship award be sure to let Mrs. Ally know as soon as possible.
11. If you are awarded a scholarship be sure to write a THANK YOU LETTER. These kind foundations

have invested in your future. Make sure they know exactly how much you appreciate them investing
your future. Show your appreciation with a thoughtful, well written Thank you Letter.

Make your Application strong enough to speak for you when you’re not there to represent yourself!
































